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- The MAIUNG DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS. 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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Status 

1 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 24 January 2007 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)IEl This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) |EI Claim(s) 1-11 is/are pending in the application. 
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6) S Claim(s) 1-11 is/are rejected. 
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8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
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* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1 ) 13 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Inten^iew Summary (PTO-41 3) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) □ Infonmation Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 5) □ Notice of Infomfial Patent Application 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date ^. 6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 08-06) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./IV1ail Date 20070414 



Application/Control Number: 10/505,187 Page 2 

Art Unit: 2182 

DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

"Avoiding the Babbling-Idiot Failure in a Time-Triggered Communication System" by 

Temple (Temple) in view of "A Centralized Approach for Avoiding the Babbling-Idiot 

Failure in the Time-Triggered Architecture" by Bauer et al. (Bauer). 

As per claims 1-7, Temple teaches a method for the monitoring and management 
of data traffic in a communication system with several communication nodes which 
communicate via interfaces, monitored by a bus monitor (SEE abstract), comprising the 
following steps: a) provision of a predefined communication time schedule (timer, SEE 
FIG. 3) for all communication nodes, b) initialization of the bus monitor, c) 
synchronization of the communication time schedule of the bus monitor with the 
predefined communication time schedule executed by the communication nodes in a 
distributed arrangement, the synchronization taking place on the basis of activities 
observed at the interfaces (SEE section 3, TDMA schedule), d) monitoring of the 
activities of the communication nodes by the bus monitor, e) comparison of the activities 
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with the predefined communication time schedule, and f) deactivation of the interface for 
a communication node for which a activity not compatible with the predefined 
communication time schedule has been detected. (SEE section 3.2-3.6 that discloses 
wherein the bus monitor can be deactivated) 

Temples does not expressly disclose that the activities of several communication 
modes are monitored centrally. However, Bauer teaches wherein the bus monitor is 
contained in a central node. (SEE sections 1-3.6 of Bauer) It would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill at the time the invention was made to implement the teachings of 
Bauer that has a central bus monitor that monitors a plurality of communication nodes 
into Temple's system because doing so would help provide fault management of the 
plurality of communication nodes that would be connected to the central node. 

As per claims 8-1 1 , Temple-Bauer teach that each interface is equipped with at 
least one activity detector a time-controlled communication system, and Bauer 
specifically teaches a star topology. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tammara Peyton whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4157. The examiner can normally be reached between 6:30 - 4:00 from Monday to 
Thursday, (I am off every first Friday), and 6:30-3:00 every second Friday. If attempts to 
reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Kim 
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Huynh can be reached on (571 ) 272-4147. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571 ) 273-8300. Any inquiry of a 
general nature of relating to the status of this application should be directed to the 
Group receptionist whose telephone number is (571 ) 272-2100. 
Mailed responses to this action should be sent to: 



Faxes for Official/formal (After Final) communications or for informal or draft 
communications (please label "PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") sent to: 



Hand-delivered responses should be brought to: 
USTPO, Randolph Building, Customer Service Window 
401 Dulany Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314. 

TAMMARAPiYTON 
PRIMARY EXM/BNER 



Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 



Washington, D.C. 20231. 



(571)273-8300 




Tammara Peyti 
April 14, 2007 



